Me and Bill:
The End of Love

I broke up with Bill a long time ago. It's always hard to
remember love—years pass and you say to yourself, Was
I really in love, or was I just kidding myself? Was I really
in love, or was I just pretending he was the man of my
dreams? Was I really in love, or was I just desperate?
But when it came to Bill, I'm pretty sure it was the real
deal. I loved the guy.

As for Bill, I have to be honest: He did not love me. In
fact, I never even crossed his mind. Not once. But in the
beginning that didn’t stop me. I loved him, I believed in
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him, and I didn’t even think he was a liar. Of course, I
knew he'd lied about his thing with Gennifer, but at the
time I believed that lies of that sort didn’t count. How
stupid was that? £

Anyway, I fell out of love with Bill early in the
game—over gays in the military. That was in 1998, after
he was inaugurated, and at that moment my heart
turned to stone. People use that expression and mean it
metaphorically, but if your heart can turn to stone and
not have it be metaphorical, that's how stony my heart
was where Bill was concerned. I'd had faith in him. I'd
been positive he'd never back down. How could he? But
then he did, he backed down just like that. He turned
out to be just like the others. So-that was it. Goodbye, big
guy. 'm out of here, Don’t even think about calling, And
by the way, if your phone rings and your wife answers
and the caller hangs up, don’t think it's me because
it’s not.

By the time Bill got involved with Monica, you'd
have thought I was past being hurt by him. You’d have
thought I'd have shrugged and said I told you so, you
can’t trust the guy as far as you can spit. But much to my
surprise, Bill broke my heart all over again. I couldn’t
believe how betrayed I felt. He'd had it all, he’d had
everything, and he’d thrown it away. And here’s the
thing: It wasn’t his to throw away. It was ours. We'd
given it to him, and he’d squandered it.

Years passed. I'd sit around with friends at dinner
talking about How We Got Here and Whose Fault Was
It? Was it Nader’s fault? Or Gore’s? Or Scalia’s? Even
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