	STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS
Grade Level:  6th Sub-separate Class                             
*This lesson is geared toward the cognitive levels of my 6th grade students and would be applicable in 3rd or 4th grade general education classroom introducing argument writing.

	Unit Title:  Preparing for argument writing: Introduction to the concept of making an argument.
In this unit, students will explore the difference between persuasion and argument and be able to distinguish between the two.



	Understandings: Students will understand…
The difference between fact and opinion.

The difference between persuasion and argument and that argument make claims based on factual evidence and persuasion makes claims based on opinion.

	Essential Questions:
In what real-life situations could I use argument writing?
Why do you need facts in argument writing?



	Common Core Standards 

CCSS. ELA-Literacy.W.6.1

Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

        6.1.A:  Introduce claims and organize the reasons and evidence clearly.



	

	Performance Tasks:
Students will be able to identify facts vs. opinions with 80% accuracy (4 out of 5 correct on Brain Pop quiz).
Students will be able to determine if a paragraph is persuasion or argument with 80% accuracy.

	Other Evidence:
Students demonstrate understanding of “point of view” at a basic level.


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN

	Summary of Learning Activities:
1. Activator: ( 5-7 min.)
Tell students that they can have free time for the entire class period on Friday if they can present a convincing argument or persuade me.

· students directed to turn and talk with classmates to formulate ideas

· students will have a choice of writing reasons on flip chart or verbalizing for classmate or myself to scribe

· all student determined reasons will be recorded on flip chart paper

After reviewing students “arguments” a second flip chart is revealed that contains a list of fact based reason surrounding the benefits of free time in school. 

· Discussion is led on the differences in the two sets of reasons and the concept of fact vs. opinion is reviewed.

· Connection of argument to fact and persuasion to opinion is made with drawing on the white board

Argument = Fact     Persuasion = Opinion

· A “stand up, sit down” exercise is used to have students identify which flip chart page was more persuasive and which was an argument

* A quick check for understanding of the word persuade is done by asking for volunteer to tell meaning.  Common definition is agreed upon and written on white board

2. Students are instructed to use their Chromebooks to watch a BrainPop video on Fact vs. Opinion (10 min)
(https://www.brainpop.com/english/studyandreadingskills/factandopinion/) allowing them to work at own pace.
· Students take the quiz at the end of the video as a means of formative assessment on fact vs. opinion
· A fact and opinion T-chart is hung up in the classroom for reference
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· Teacher then revisits the connection of argument to facts and persuasion to opinion.  
[Differentiation]

*Chromebooks are on and logged into and BrainPop video is queued up prior to class to save time and minimize frustration for students who may be challenged or move slowly through this task.
3. Argument/Persuasion Sorting Activity (partner activity) (15 min.)
· Partners are given 6 short paragraphs to read and sort into Argument or Persuasion category
· As groups finished, categorization is reviewed by teacher or paraprofessional and support is given as needed
· Group is reconvened, each paragraph is projected via the document camera on the Smartboard, read by a volunteer and students are asked to identify what words/sentences made them think it was argument vs. persuasion.
· Author’s point of view will be introduced.  Note: all paragraphs will have a clear for or against point of view

[Differentiation]

*paragraphs are tailored to contain topics of personal interest to students

*partnerships include at least one student with good decoding & reading comprehension skills
4. Assessment of Learning

· Students learning will be assessed in two groups. Groups based on reading levels.

·  Students will be given 6 paragraphs, one at a time, and asked to write an A for Argument or a P for Persuasion on the back.
[Differentiation] 

*paragraphs are written at a lower reading level for lower group but contain same situations 

*paragraphs will be read aloud to those students who requires this accommodation.


	Re-teaching 
for students do not attain Proficient level in unit assessment



	Students who do not demonstrate proficiency with performance tasks will be re-taught using the following strategies:
Lack of proficiency determining fact vs. opinion teaching strategies:

1. Read aloud of the book I Wanna Iguana by Karen Kaufman Orloff
· Assist students in making a T-chart of Facts vs. Opinions (using the visual aid differentiating fact vs. opinion)

· Model using the visual aid that differentiates fact vs. opinion as a check for T-chart information

2. Review the connection of Fact to Argument and Opinion to Persuasion
Lack of proficiency determining if paragraph is an argument or a persuasions

1. Revisit the paragraph sorting exercise and model out loud the thought process in determining argument or persuasion.

2. Highlight the facts in the argument paragraphs and the opinions in the persuasive paragraphs

3. Provide a check list of characteristics of facts and opinions and assist students in using it to confirm the highlighted fact or opinion


	Rubric to Guide and Assess Learning


	Developing Argument Claims and Evidence

Excellent

Good

Needs work

Let’s talk!

Claim is clear

Begins with a lead that engages reader; effectively introduces topic; intro-duces claim

Lead is present; topic and statement of claim introduced adequately.

Lead is missing or confusing; introduction is weak (lacking clear focus); claim is unclear.

No lead; topic not defined or confusing; claim not stated.

Evidence for claim is clear 

Content is examined and sufficiently explained 

Content is explained

Content has been mentioned, but not thoroughly explained

Content is absent from paper; 

Evidence sufficient to support claim

Comprehensive evidence from sources is integrated effectively.

Most information is accurate and relevant

Evidence from sources is vague or not integrated well

Evidence from sources is minimal, absent, or incorrect

Evidence on claim is valid 

Information is accurate and relevant 

Evidence from sources is present.

Questionable credibility/accuracy of sources.

Question of credibility/accuracy of sources.
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